AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1 1, 12, and 16 through 19, and add Claims 20 through 22 
to read as follows: 

1-10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An observation optical apparatus including 
employed for observing an object, said apparatus comprising: 
an erecting optical system, system; 

a front optical system arranged on the light incidence side of the erecting 
optical system; syst e m, and 

a rear optical system arranged on the light emission side of the said erecting 
optical system; syst e m, said apparatus allowing obs e rvation of an image employing the e r e cting 
optical syst e m, th e front optical system, and the r ea r optical syst e m, said apparatus comp r ising : 

a sensor for detecting a shake of said apparatus; and 

a correction optical system for correcting a shake of th e imag e due to th e 
suppressing a shake of said apparatus an image of the object, the image being created by said 
front optical system, said erecting optical system, and said rear optical system, the suppression 
being in accordance with an output from said sensor, 

wherein the said front optical system includes a plurality of lens elements, and 
the said rear optical system includes a plurality of lens elements, and 

3 



wherein the number of the lens elements of the said rear optical system is 
greater than that of the lens elements of the said front optical system. 



12. (Currently Amended) An observation optical apparatus according to 
Claim 11, wherein said correction optical system includes a shake correction optical element, and 
the said front optical system includes the said shake correction optical system element . 



13-15. (Cancelled) 



16. (Currently Amended) An observation optical apparatus according to 
Claim 11, wherein each of the said front optical system and the said rear optical system 
comprises a composite lens. 



17. (Currently Amended) An observation optical apparatus including 
employed for observing an object, said apparatus comprising: 
an erecting optical system, system; 

a front optical system arranged on the light incidence side of the said erecting 
optical system; system, and 

a rear optical system arranged on the light emission side of the said erecting 
optical system, system; 
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said apparatus allowing obs e rvation of an image through the erecting optical 
syst e m, the front optical system, and th e r ear optical system, said apparatus comp r ising : 

a sensor, arranged in a body of said apparatus, for detecting a shake of said 

apparatus; 

a correction optical system for suppressing a shake of an image of the object, 
the image being created by said front optical system, said erecting optical system, and said rear 
optical system; a control circuit e l e ctrically conn e ct e d to said s e nsor, for r eceiving an output fr om 
said s e nso r ; 

an actuator for driving said correction optical system; and 

a control circuit electrically connected to said sensor and cont r ol ci r cuit, the 

driving of said actuato r, which controls said actuator b e ing cont r olled in accordance with an 

output from said sensor, control ci r cuit, r esponsive to an output from said sensor; and 
a shake cor r ection optical e l e ment connected to said actuator, 
wherein the said front optical system includes a plurality of lens elements, and 

the said rear optical system includes a plurality of lens elements, and 

wherein the number of the lens elements of the said rear optical system is 

greater than that of the lens elements of the said front optical system. 

18. (Currently Amended) An observation optical system a pparatus 
according to Claim 17, wherein the said correction optical system includes a shake correction 
optical element, and said front optical system includes said shake correction optical element. 
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19. (Currently Amended) An observation optical apparatus according to 
Claim 17, wherein each of the said front optical system and the said rear optical system 
comprises a composite lens. 



20. (New) An observation optical apparatus employed for observing an object, 
said apparatus comprising: 

a front optical system having a plurality of optical elements, said front optical 
system being arranged on the light incidence side of an erecting optical system; 

a rear optical system having a plurality of optical elements, said rear optical 
system being arranged on the light emission side of the erecting optical system; and 

a sensor for detecting a shake of said apparatus, 

wherein the closest one to the erecting optical system, among said plurality of 
optical elements of said front optical system, suppresses a shake of an image of the object, the 
image being created by said front optical system, the erecting optical system, and said rear optical 
system, the suppression being in accordance with an output from said sensor, and 

wherein the number of the optical elements of said rear optical system is 
greater than that of the optical elements of said front optical system. 



21 . (New) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the closest one to the 
erecting optical system, among said plurality of optical elements of said front optical system, has 
two rotational axes. 
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22. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the closest one to the 
erecting optical system, among said plurality of optical elements of said front optical system, is a 
variable angle prism. 
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